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International Right -of-Way Association                     Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas 

       January Chapter Meeting  
                   Date:  January 11th  
    Place: Cacharel Restaurant & Grand Ballroom, Arlington 
                 2221 East Lamar, Brook Hollow Tower Two 
      7th Floor Grand Ballroom 

Board Meeting:  10:00am-11:30am 
Program & Lunch:  11:30am-1:00 pm 

Menu: Blackened Chicken served over Alfredo with Broccoli florets,  
Warm Rolls with butter served with iced tea, coffee & water and Apricot 

Bread Pudding for dessert . 
Follow the link to make your  reservation at http://www.irwachapter36.org/
register_meeting.cfm .  You will also have the option to pay via PayPal.   

Please make your reservation by Noon on Friday, January 7th.   
***Donôt miss the door prize; be sure to bring a business card.*** 

 

Although guests  are free their 1st time, please remember  
to register them  for an accurate count . 

Employment Trends & Future Predictions 

Sal Adamski, the 

Workforce Im-

provement Direc-

tor at Workforce 

Solutions for Tar-

rant County, has 

been a profes-

sional trainer, public speaker, 

and workforce development pro-

fessional for over 17 years. He 

manages Business Development 

and Industry Sector profession-

als. The Workforce Improvement 

Department has been instrumen-

tal in receiving 10 state and na-

tional business awards, including 

the National Alliance of Business 

award for National Workforce 

Board.  

Sal is the Past Chairman of the 

Board of the National Association 

of Workforce Development Pro-

fessionals, which has over 4,000 

members. He serves on numer-

ous community committees, and 

works closely with Tarrant 

County Chambers to recruit and 

retain businesses in Tarrant 

County, Texas. He is also cur-

rently on the Board of Veterans 

Administration.  

Sal earned a Business Manage-

ment degree from Almeda Col-

lege and Marketing degree from 

Columbia College. He attained his 

CWDP (Certified Workforce De-

velopment Professional) status in 

1999 and holds an additional 

Business Management Certifica-

tion and Business Services Certi-

fication in workforce develop-

ment.  

For more information about 

workforce solutions click here . 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
http://www.workforcesolutions.net/about_us.html
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

By Greg Cook, SR/WA  

Greetings and Happy New Year!  I hope you have had a wonderful Holiday Season.  

If you havenôt started yet, its time to begin setting your professional goals for 2011.  

Let us help you.  The Education and Professional Development Committees can 

assist you with course scheduling and certification/designation planning.  Obtaining 

certifications is a great way to work towards the prestigious SR/WA designation!  

Please contact one of the members of the Education Committee if you have questions 

about courses and the Professional Development Committee if you have questions 

about certifications or designation.  Set a course of action and follow it. 
 

The Holiday Luncheon held last month at Cacharel in Arlington was very successful.  I would like to 

recognize the hard work of Karen DôAngelo and Kathy Robertson who put it all together.  Additionally, Iôd 

like to personally thank Karen DôAngelo for her service on the Programs Committee.  Karen rotated off the 

Programs Committee to serve as a Region 2 representative on the International Relocation Committee. 
 

I would like to remind everyone that the Region 2 Winter Forum will be held in Tulsa Oklahoma at the 

Hard Rock Casino on February 10th and 11th.  Course 902, Property Descriptions, will be facilitated by Kyle 

Ray, P.E. and offered on February 9th.  For course registration or to RSVP for the Winter Forum, please go 

the www.housmanandassociates.com.  This will be a fun one! 

To a successful 2011! 

As we look forward to 2011,  

here are a few New Yearôs Resolutions 

1. Drink plenty of water and take your vitamins.  

2. Live with the 3 Eôs ð Energy , Enthusiasm  and Empathy . 

3. Play more games.  

4. Get at least 7 hours of sleep each day.  

5. Donôt take yourself so seriously...No one else does. 

6. Make peace with your past so it wonôt spoil the present. 

7. Smile and laugh more.  

8. Each day give something good to others.  

9. Spend time with people over the age of 70 and under the age of 6.  

10.   No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up.  

http://www.housmanandassociates.com/
http://livedunya.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/New-Year-2011.jpg
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ASK THE LAWYER  
By  R. Scott Moran, Scott Doggett, John Baker and  David Weaver 

Attorneys at Law Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P. 
 

Submit Questions About Right-of-Way Matters to Chapter 36 Member,  

R. Scott Moran,  Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P.,  

3100 Lincoln Plaza, 500 N. Akard,  Dallas, Tx  75201;  

(214) 740-3117  (214)740-2822 (fax) or  

by e-mail to: smoran@brlaw.com 

*DISCLAIMER: This column is not a substitute for legal counsel, and 

an attorney should be consulted to answer specific legal issues.  

Has any new eminent domain legislation been filed? 
 

Answer :  Legislation has been filed to restrict eminent domain.  On the first day that members of 
the Texas legislature could file legislation for the 2011 season, Texas State Representative Bill 
Callegari (District 132, Katy) introduced a measure limiting local governmentsô authority to 
condemn private property. 
 
Representative Callegari introduced a bill to limit governmentsô authority to condemn private 
property on grounds of blight.  Under current law, local governments may condemn entire blocks 
of property using the justification that they are slums or blighted.  Like a bad apple in a barrel, 
one poorly maintained property could cause for neighboring properties to be deemed blighted, 
and ultimately condemned by a local government.  Further, existing law provides vague guidance 
on precisely what qualifies as blight, rendering any property with a material defect eligible for 
condemnation. 
 
House Bill 138 by Representative Callegari would require that local governments condemn 
property on grounds of blight on a property-by-property basis.  The bill would also require that a 
blighted property meet specific criteria ï such as unsafe structures, unsanitary conditions, or 
imminent harm to life or other property ï in order to be eligible for condemnation.  Representative 
Callegariôs bill also prohibits governments from condemning property solely for aesthetic reasons. 
 
ñOur laws allowing local governments to condemn slums or blighted property were written at a 
time when big government urban renewal programs were acceptable solutions to urban decay,ò 
said Representative Callegari.  ñLeft intact, these laws allow for the unfair, wholesale 
abridgement of private property rights, especially of those property owners who worked to keep 
their property in good shape.  This bill corrects that problem, and protects those who maintain a 
pride of ownership in their property while allowing local governments the reasonable latitude to 
condemn specific properties that are a safety hazard.ò 
 
The 82

nd
 Session of the Texas Legislature begins on Tuesday, January 11

th
, 2011. 

 

mailto:smoran@brlaw.com
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IRWA Chapter 36 Education Committee 
 

Happy New Year Chapter 36 Members! 

As another new year begins there is no time like the present to start planning for your education 
needs.  We have a great line up of courses in store for you, with all your favorite facilitators.   

We have already received some registrations and look forward to seeing you all in our classes for 
this exciting year of 2011.  

The Education Committee was saddened upon receiving Ann Scruggsô resignation.  She is a great 
asset and will be missed. 

We are pleased however to announce our President, Greg Cook,  has appointed Mark Thigpen of 
the Trinity River Authority to step in as the 3-year member of the Committee.  

Again, we wish to thank each of the following hosts for so graciously and generously donating their 
facilities to Chapter 36 Education during 2010: Halff Associates, the City of Denton, TranSystems 
and HDR.  And very special thank you to Sandi Forman for all of her help this past year. 

Look for a special email with our 2011 class schedule. 

 
Education Chair, Karen Gnuse 972/420-0800 kgnuse@usrightofway.com    
Education Co-chair, Lily Khan 972/420-0800 lily.khan@usrightofway.com 
Three Year Member, Mark Thigpen 817/493-5181 thigpenm@trinityra.org 

 

 

January 11  Luncheon Meeting 
 

February 1-2  FAU Federal Agency Update 

   Washington, DC 
 

February 8  Luncheon Meeting 
 

February 14  Valentineõs Day 
 

February 9-11 Region 2 Winter Forum 

   Catoosa, OK (Tulsa) 
 

March 8  Luncheon Meeting 
 

April 12  Luncheon Meeting 
 

April 14-15  Spring Seminar 
 

May 5   Cinco de Mayo 
 

May 10  Luncheon Meeting 
 

July 4   Fourth of July 
 

August 4-5  Region 2 Refresher Seminar 

   College Station, Tx 

For a calendar of upcoming IRWA classroom courses throughout the 

United States visit:  

www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=CSCEventsSearch 

 
For more information on Appraisal Institute classes, visit: 

www.appraisalinstitute.org/education/northtexas.aspx 

mailto:kgnuse@usrightofway.com
mailto:lily.khan@usrightofway.com
mailto:thigpenm@trinityra.org
http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/education/northtexas.aspx

