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International Right -of-Way Association                     Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas 

             March Chapter Meeting  
            Date:  March 9th  

            Place: J.T. Garciaõs Mexican Restaurant 

                        2201 North Commerce Street 

                        Fort Worth, Tx  76164 

             817.626.4356  www.joets.com 

                             Board Meeting:  10:00am-11:30am 

                        Program & Lunch:  11:30am-1:00 pm 

   Menu: Enchilada Dinner served Family style with Tacos, Nachos, 

Chips, Guacamole, Iced Tea or Water. 
**1 hour of IRWA recertification credit will be available for attending the March meeting.**  

Follow the link to make your  reservation at http://www.irwachapter36.org/
register_meeting.cfm .  You will also have the option to pay via PayPal.   

Please make your reservation by Noon on Friday,  March 5th.   
Although guests  are free their 1st time, please remember  

to register them for an accurate count.  

Economic Development and TIFS 
Presented by Lisa McMillan, Mark Rauscher & Robert Sturns 

Lisa McMillan is the Economic Develop-
ment Coordinator for Tarrant County, 
where she has worked for 16 years.  In her 
position, she works in partnership with 
chambers, municipalities and other taxing 
entities to encourage and incentivize new 
business locations, job growth and capital 
investment in the community.  Through this 
work she has gained extensive experience 
in the use of Tax Abatement and Tax Incre-
ment Financing as economic development 
tools.  Prior to the County, Lisa served as 
Assistant to the City Manger in Forest Hill 
and as an Urban Planner for the City of 
Galveston.  She holds a B.B.A. in Finance 
and a Masters of Science in Land Develop-
ment, both from Texas A&M University. 

Mark Rauscher, AICP, has been the Senior 
Assistant to the Fort Worth City Manager 
since March 2009.  Prior to his current po-
sition he served the City of Fort Worth in 
the Transportation & Public Works 
Department since January 2004-most re-
cently as Transportation Manager with re-
sponsibilities over transportation planning  
and development review activities.  Mark 
has worked with Dallas Area Rapid Transit 

(DART), NCTCOG, & the US Depart-
ment of CommerceðBureau of the Cen-
sus.  He has a Bachelor of Arts in Geog-
raphy, Masterôs of Geography, and a 
Masterôs of Public Administration. 
 

Robert Sturns serves as the Economic 
Development Manager for the City of 
Fort Worth where he works to negotiate 
terms and structure economic develop-
ment program agreements for real estate 
projects throughout the City.  Prior to his 
current position, he was the Economic 
Development Manager for the City of 
Arlington.  He also holds the designation 
of Economic Development Finance Pro-
fessional (EDFP) from the National De-
velopment Council. 
Active in the community, and among 
some, he is a past board member of the 
Van Zandt Southwest YMCA, McDonald 
YMCA, Fort Worth Economic Develop-
ment Corporation & the United Way. 
 

Mr. Sturns holds a Master of Business 
Administration from Texas Christian Uni-
versity and a Bachelor of Arts from 
Stephen F. Austin State University.  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

The Region 2 Winter Forum was held in New Orleans on February 4th and 5th.  Chapter 43 

in Baton Rouge hosted a great event this year!  Although there was a lot of fun to be had, 

much work was completed.  Chapter reports were given, and it appears that Region 2 is 

weathering the economic storm.  Despite some membership losses, the chapters are 

financially strong and very active.   
 

Additionally, plans were made for the Region Refresher Seminar at Texas A&M University in College 

Station, Texas, which will be held on August 5th and 6th.  This yearõs theme for the seminar will be 

òEducation Roundupó and each chapter will be responsible for an hour and a half session. 
 

The most eventful part of the Winter Forum was the election of Region Officers.  Steve Beck, current 

Region Vice Chair, was elected Region Chair as expected.  However, due to the decision of Keith Core, 

Region Secretary/Treasurer, not to run for Region Vice Chair, elections were conducted for both Vice 

Chair and Secretary/Treasurer.  Georgia Snodgrass, San Antonio River Authority (Chapter 39 ð San 

Antonio), was elected Vice Chair.  Ana Rausch, Landmark Consulting Group (Chapter 8 ð Houston), was 

unopposed for the Secretary/Treasurer position.  They will be sworn in at the Annual Conference in 

Calgary this summer. 
 

The 2011 Winter Forum will be held in Tulsa, Oklahoma with dates still to be determined. 
 

Our education calendar will begin on March 4th and 5th with the presentation of Course 

215, Right of Way Agentõs Development Program.  The course will be facilitated by Pete 

Brown, SR/WA, and held at the Denton Firefighterõs Museum at 332 East Hickory Street in 

Denton, Texas.  Then Course 105, The Uniform Act ð Executive Summary, will be held on 

March 22nd.  The facilitator will be Allen Armstrong, SR/WA.  The course will be held at 

Halff Associates, 1201 North Bowser Road in Richardson.  Please be sure to check the 

website event calendar at www.irwachapter36.org for registration information. 
 

For those of you that did not attend the February Meeting, you missed a great presentation by 

Don Toner, Director of Turnpike Right of Way for the Texas Turnpike Authority Division of 

TxDOT.  Don spoke about the TTAõs current projects in North Texas.  In addition to the 

information Don provided, one hour of IRWA recertification credit was given.  I would like to 

thank the Programs Committee and the Professional Development Committee for their work 

on the recertification credit.  We are happy to announce that we will be offering 1 hour of IRWA 

recertification credit for our March meeting as well! 
 

Donõt forget our two important upcoming Chapter events.  The 11th Annual Steve Baggett Memorial Golf 

Tournament will be held on Thursday, April 8th at Tierra Verde Golf Course in Arlington.  Also, the Spring 

Seminar will be held on April 9th at Celebrations Events Center in Highland Village.  We will have an 

excellent line up of speakers that will be discussing òhot topicsó and other industry issues.  We again 
expect to be able to offer IRWA, TREC and TALCB continuing education credits.  Craig Brandt is 

coordinating both of these events so be sure to contact him regarding sponsorship opportunities for both 

the golf tournament and seminar. 

Happy 50th Anniversary Chapter 36! 

By Greg Cook, SR/WA  

Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
1960-2010 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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Frances Wilson  
Where do you work, what do you do, and how long have 

you been there?  In 2001, Dallas Area Rapid Transitõs Commuter 

Rail & Railroad Management Department offered me the opportu-

nity to work with historical railroad maps, design engineers, attor-

neys, code enforcement officers and a host of others, so that I can 

manage active freight railroad rights of way. 

Tell us about your family .  LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ 

husband.  We have four grown children, one son followed by three 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴ 
their own homes. We have three grandchildren and two more will 
join us this year. 
How did you come to live in the DFW Area?   We lived in the 

Twin Cities of Minnesota with a new baby, a 3-year old and a long 
driveway to shovel for the second time that day, when I told my 
husband I was moving back home, or close to it.  He found a job 
quickly and we moved to the DFW area. 
 When not working, what hobbies do you enjoy?  I love to 

travel, read, sew, bake, make candy, shop, watch movies & go to 
Broadway shows. 
Where did you grow up?  Chickasha, Oklahoma 
Who introduced you to IRWA and how long have you 

been a member?  Mike Roach introduced me to IRWA and I be-

came a member in 2001. 
How has being a member of IRWA helped you personally 

and professionally? As a member Iõve taken advantage of the 

educational opportunities.  First, I earned the RW/NAC certifica-

tion and then earned the SR/WA designation.  The education has 

 

helped me to be more effective in my job.  I recommend Kyle 
wŀȅΩǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ    ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
seminar assist in industry updates/changes and meeting others 
who work in the profession. 
What advice would you give new members just starting 

out  in the  right of way business?  Take advantage of the edu-

cational opportunities and friendships offered by IRWA.  
What has been your biggest challenge as a right of way 

professional ? Helping people understand what the profession 

is about. 
Where do you see the Right of Way Profession in 20 

years? I believe the profession will be right in the thick of things.  

²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭπ
ogy but nothing can substitute for the handshake and smile. 
When you were a little girl, what did you want to be?  A 

mother.  I saw women as nurses, teaches and secretaries and I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΦ 
If you had to  select your favorite  book, cd, and movie, 

what would your response be?  The Bible, Les Miserable 

soundtrack and Polyanna & Pretty Woman 
If Hollywood made of movie about Frances Wilson, 

what actress would you like to play you?   Meryl Streep  
If you could have one superpower, what would it be?  

Along with my brothers, I jumped off our garage roof with a bath 
towel pinned around my neck for a cape so, my super power is 
still flying. 
And finallyé..Longhorn or Aggie?  LΩƳ ŀ {ƻƻƴŜǊ ŦŀƴΦ  aȅ 

ǎƻƴΩǎ ŀ [ƻƴƎƘƻǊƴ ōǳǘ L ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ !ƎƎƛŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΦ 
  

Interview by Tommy Mathews  

Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
1960-2010 


