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               December Chapter Luncheon  
 

 

 

 

 
        

  You are cordially invited to attend 
  Our December Chapter Luncheon 

December 14, 2010 
Cacharel Restaurant & Grand Ballroom 

7th Floor Grand Ballroom 
2221 East Lamar, Brook Hollow Tower Two 

Arlington, Texas 
Board Meeting: 10:00am-11:30am 
Program & Lunch: 11:30am-1:00  

Everyone will get to spin the  "right of way wheel of fortune" 
for a nice Christmas prize.  Employer of the Year and  

Professional of the Year will be announced.  
Menu: Sliced Roasted Turkey Breast served with a Mushroom Sauce 
with Wild Rice and French Green Beans served with Warm Rolls & 
Butter and a Hazelnut Mousse for dessert, iced tea, coffee and  
water.  

Follow the link to make your  reservation at http://www.irwachapter36.org/

register_meeting.cfm .  You will also have the option to pay via PayPal.   

Please make your reservation by Noon on Friday,  December 10th.   

Although guests  are free their 1st time, please remember  

to register them  for an accurate count . 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
http://www.irwachapter36.org/register_meeting.cfm
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Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
1960-2010 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
By Greg Cook, SR/WA  

The holidays are now in full swing.  Everyone is busy shopping and trying to wrap up projects by the end of 

the year.  We all get so busy, that we forget to take time to enjoy the season and look back over the 

previous year. 
 

In reflection, 2010 has been a great year for Chapter 36.  We celebrated our 50th Anniversary.  

We won Newsletter of the Year for a chapter with more than 100 members, and Donnie 

Sherwood won the Frank C. Balfour Award for the associationõs professional of the year.  Thatõs 

just to name a few. 
 

I hope you take a moment to think about all the things that are special in your life both personally and 

professionally. Iõm thankful for hard working and dedicated board and committee members and a supportive 

membership. 
 

Many great things are ahead for Chapter 36 in the New Year so stay tuned. 
 

Happy Holidays! 

Professional Development Committee  

Top Five Reasons By David McCarthy 

Top five reasons to get your certification and designation: 

1) Increased Income  ð  Particularly in a state or federally funded project, a certification through IRWA that fits 

the projectõs criteria might get you a little more money; for example, an additional $5 per houré$40 per day, $200 

per week, $800 per monthé.  letõs face it, the strongest motivator of all. 

2) Better Employment Opportunities  ð   Letõs seeéif you were an employer looking for an agent to fit 

an opening and you had to choose between two people, one with a certification in that discipline and one without 

the certification in that disciplineéthere is really no choice here. 

3) Job Security  ð Itõs simple.  Employers prefer to keep employees who want to learn and who demonstrate a 

desire to continue to be an asset to that employer. 

4) Professional Success ð Certifications and designations within our industry bring a level of self-respect as 

well as respect from our peers. 

5) To Avoid Occupational Obsolescence  -   Job skills and occupational developments mixed with new 

laws and legislation within the right-of-way industry constantly evolve to make each of us incompetent to meet our 

job requirements without additional education. 
 

The PDC would like to recognize two of our members who earned their SR/WA plaques this past month:  

Paul Baker and Larry Montenegro, once again congratulations.  
 

If you have questions about getting a certification, please contact any member of the Chapter 36 PDC Committee: 

Chapter 36  2010 PDC Committee Members:  

Chair - David McCarthy, SR/WA,R/W -RAC, R/W-NAC 214-724-4822, dmcc76430@aol.com  
3  year - Marcus Boyd 972.979.2850 mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz            
2  year - Robert Duran, SR/WA  214.217.6401  rduran@halff.com   
Mail All SR/WA and R/W Applications to Chapter 36 PDC Chair  

mailto:rduran@halff.com
mailto:rduran@halff.com
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ASK THE LAWYER  
Submit Questions About Right -of-Way Matters to Chapter 36 Member, R. Scott Moran  

Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P.,  

3100 Lincoln Plaza, 500 N. Akard,  Dallas, Tx  75201;  

(214) 740-3117  (214)740-2822 (fax) or  by e -mail to: smoran@brlaw.com  

What is the mood of the public about Texasõ eminent domain laws?  

If you right of way folks have not encountered landowners with the attitude set out below, you probably will! 

     Recently, Mike Bishop, a landowner near Douglas in Nacogdoches County in east Texas was interviewed 

by a television reporter about a natural gas pipeline proposed by Keystone XL through his property.  The 

landownerõs position and the comments of other landowners in the area are illustrative of how folks react 

when it is their land that is the subject of eminent domain laws. 
 

     Mr. Bishop said, òI donõt want their money.  Just leave me alone. They canõt seem to honor that, so they 

picked a fight.  They got one.ó  [Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P. (B&R) comment:  Routing of facilities is always a 

huge concern.  Large electric lines are routed by the Texas Public Utility Commission.  Pipelines are routed 

by pipeline companies from wells to what is usually the nearest large line in order to get the product to mar-

ket.] 

Bishopõs first dispute was with the surveyors for the pipeline company.  He wouldnõt 

let them onto his property.  The company petitioned for injunctive relief and obtained 

a Court Order to survey the Bishop tract.  Mr. Bishop responded, òThis right has 
been abused, so the problem now is landowners are suffering because of this 

abuse.ó [B&R: It is not abuse; it is proper use of the law; but as you can clearly see, it 

is misunderstood.] 
 

     Keystone XL representatives say theyõre attempting to work to reach amicable agreements with landown-

ers, but must proceed as it has agreements with construction contractors.  òWeõre currently doing land ac-

quisitions.  Weõve hopefully settled on a route,ó explained David Penning, Keystone XL manager. 

     Bishop is joining with other landowners across the pipelineõs route in resisting the eminent domain pro-

ceedings.  òAll the legislators in the world can sit there and say this is a matter of eminent domain, they have 

ultimate authority.  They do if we allow them to do that.  Iõm gonna stop ôem, me with the help of good peo-

ple out there, weõre gonna stop ôem,ó claims Bishop.  [B&R: Do you detect any frustration this landowner 

may have?] 

     Other landowners in the area have made these comments: 

Go! Mr. Bishop.  The Keystone representatives need to leave you alone.  Itõs your land.  You payed 

the taxes.  You say no!  They need to go figure out another way.  Theyõre lucky itõs not back in the 

day.  We would take care of this another way. [B&R: This landownerõs comments are totally inappro-

priate.  This company has done everything correct from a legal standpoint; is this landowner advocat-

ing some form of vigilantism or violence to òtake careó of this matter?] 

 

Itõs his property.  They are trespassing.  They should be arrested. [B&R: A common misconception.] 

Stick it to ôem Bishop. 
 

     Still another landowner voices what may be a more accurate view: 

Is this why our gasoline is so high?  [B&R: What do you think?] 

mailto:smoran@brlaw.com
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December 14 Holiday Luncheon 
 

December 25 Christmas  
 

December 31 FAU Early Reg. Deadline 
 

January 11  Luncheon Meeting 
 

February 1-2  FAU Federal Agency Update 

   Washington, DC 
 

February 8  Luncheon Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

February 9-11 Region 2 Winter Forum 

   Catoosa, OK (Tulsa) 
 

March 8  Luncheon Meeting 
 

April 12  Luncheon Meeting 
 

April 14-15  Spring Seminar 
 

May 10  Luncheon Meeting 
 

August 4-5  Region 2 Refresher Seminar 

   College Station, Tx 

Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
1960-2010 

           IRWA Chapter 36 Education Committee  

Merry Christmas Chapter 36 Members! 

We had a good turnout for all of the Asset Management courses we held in October and November.  

We were pleased to have past President of Region 2, Wayne Goss facilitate each of the 700 courses 

for us.  If you were unable to attend but are interested in attending one of Wayneôs classes in 2011 let 

us know and we will help you find his schedule.   

As another new year approaches there is no time like the present to start planning for your education 

needs.  In February we will host C103, Ethics and the Right of Way Profession, facilitated by Scott 

Moran.  In March Kyle Ray will facilitate C606 Environmental Awareness and in May, he will facili-

tate C901, Engineering Plan Development and Application.  These are just a few of the many course 

offerings Chapter 36 will present in the coming year.  We have a great line up of courses in store for 

you, with all your favorite facilitators.  Look for the complete 2011 calendar of courses in the next 

newsletter. 

We wish to thank each of the following hosts for so graciously and generously donating their facilities 

to Chapter 36 Education during 2010: Halff Associates, the City of Denton, TranSystems and HDR.  

And a very special thank you to Sandi Forman for all of her help this year.   
 

The Chapter Thanks all of the members and participants who attended courses in 2010.  We look for-

ward to seeing you in 2011.  

 

Education Chair, Karen Gnuse 972/420-0800 kgnuse@usrightofway.com    

Education Co-chair, Lily Khan 972/420-0800 lily.khan@usrightofway.com 

For a calendar of upcoming IRWA classroom courses throughout the 

United States visit:  

www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=CSCEventsSearch 

 

For more information on Appraisal Institute classes, visit: 

www.appraisalinstitute.org/education/northtexas.aspx 

mailto:kgnuse@usrightofway.com
mailto:lily.khan@usrightofway.com
http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/education/northtexas.aspx
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Special Chapter = Special Membership Application 

We found out in September that International Headquarters was fully behind our offer to 

discount the new membership fees by $50 in honor of our anniversary.  As of October 1st, 

the cost to join ð which includes membership benefits through December 2011 ð is only 

$170.  Any member applying through the end of the year gets the $50 discount.  For this 

offer, International fashioned a special application just for our chapter.  The application can 

be found via a link on our chapter website (not the International website) or I will have 

hard copies at the next luncheon.  If you visit our website, the link is found in the upper 

left-hand corner under òJoin ð Special Offeró.   

                   Happy Holidays,  Jennifer Ayers, SR/WA, R/W ðAC    

2010 Total New Members to -date :  69!  

Donõt let your colleagues miss out!  Even with the end of the year in sight, there is still time for new appli-

cants to take advantage of the special membership offer.  The usual fee to join is $220 but now through De-

cember 31, 2010, membership fees are only $170 for thirteen months of membership benefits.  Please find 

the link to the special application on our Chapter website or see me at the Holiday party for a copy.  
 

New Members 
 

Cameron Cook ð Barnett Gathering   Charles Finley ð American Right of Way Associates 

Vickie Gill ð Halff Associates    Mark Jordan ð Crosstex Energy Services, Inc. 

John Minton ð Chesapeake Midstream Partners Pamela Sutton ð Universal Field Services   

David Walston ð Percheron Acquisitions LLC Jodie Mitchell ð North Tarrant Expressway Mobility  

           Partners 

Looking Back 
 

For those of you relatively new to Chapter 36, we are one of the largest chapters in the IRWA.  We 

rounded out 2009 with 380 members.  We draw our members from Fort Worth to Tyler, south to Waco, 

and all areas in between.  Our membership numbers will always fluctuate but have been steadily increasing 

for years.  A couple of years ago, when the Barnett Shale natural gas activity was at its height, our member-

ship exploded in a way we hadnõt seen before.  Then the Great Recession put a damper on everything!  As 

is the nature of the right-of-way profession, we had members transfer to other parts of the state and coun-

try when they found their clients, roadways, or pipelines taking them elsewhere.  Additionally, International 

implemented a new dues deadline and we lost a good share of our membership to those who hadnõt re-

newed their dues by December 31.  So, when I started as Membership Chair in January 2010 (officially), 

what would happen to our membership in the year ahead was uncertain at best.  As we are nearing the 

close of 2010, I am happy to report we retained 82% of our established members and added 69 new mem-

bers, bringing our Chapter membership equal to 2009 numbers.  It couldnõt have been done without the 

consistent new member referrals.  Our Chapter does not advertise so we depend on old fashioned word-of

-mouth to promote our local organization ð and itõs worked! So thank you again to all of our members who 

referred new members throughout the year and ôwelcomeõ to all of our new members to a stable, strong, 

diverse, and talented IRWA chapter! 
 



 

7 

Steve Kunkel, MAI  
 

Where do you work, what do you do, and how long 

have you been there? I have owned a real estate profes-

sional services company called Steven J. Kunkel & Associates, 

Inc.  Since 1990.  We prepare real estate valuations, primar-

ily for right-of-way acquisition purposes as well as provide 

tax consulting services.  We also provide turn-key right-of-

way acquisition services, including valuation, negotiation, re-

location and condemnation coordination.   
 

Tell us about your family.  My wife Lisa and I celebrated 

our 20th wedding anniversary this year. We were mar-

ried on St. Patrick's Day 1990, and had an Irish themed 

wedding, complete with green beer. We have three 

children, a boy age 18, a girl age 15 and another boy 

age 12. Our oldest child just started college this se-

mester, and is a proud Baylor Bear that is studying 

engineering. 
 

How did you come to live in the DFW Area?  My dad 

worked for American Airlines prior to his retirement, and 

our family relocated from Ohio in 1974 with the opening of 

DFW Airport.  We first lived in Euless for two years, prior 

to moving to Arlington.  Except for six months that I lived in 

Irving following college graduation, I have lived in Arlington 

since 1976. 
 

When not working, what hobbies do you enjoy?   

I enjoy being outdoors. I like to go camping, watch  

sports, and work in the yard.  I occasionally play 

golf and like to snow ski.  I enjoy coaching our 

kid's basketball and baseball teams, and am involve- 

ed in our church's youth program. 
 

Where did you grow up?  I was born in Chicago, and 

grew up in New Jersey and Ohio before moving to Texas. 
 

Who introduced you to IRWA and how long have 

you been a member?  I was familiar with the IRWA, and 

began attending chapter meetings during 1995.  At that time, 

each of the monthly chapter meetings occurred at the Spring 

Creek BBQ in Irving.  I have been a member of the associa-

tion since 1996. 
 

What are some of the biggest changes youõve seen 

with Chapter 36 since becoming a member?  The big-

gest changes have been in membership, technology, and fel-

lowship.  In my early days, only about 20 to 30 persons at-

tended the monthly chapter meetings, and a regular topic of 

discussion at board meetings was what could be done to 

increase attendance.  The newsletter was published in paper-

form by Jim Lucas, and was the sole source of chapter infor 

mation for the members.  The only fellowship activities 

were the monthly chapter meetings. 
 

What are  the best memories from your time as 

Chapter 36 President?  My favorite memories from my 

year as Chapter 36 president were our chapter's summer 

social activity, the IRWA international convention, and the 

Region 2 Winter Forum.  It was the first year for our 

chapter's summer social, and we did a sunset dinner boat 

cruise on Lake Lewisville.  The whole evening was so much 

fun.  The IRWA annual international convention was in 

Philadelphia, and I had the chance to meet right-of-way 

professionals from all across the country.  Chapter 36 

hosted the Winter Forum during my year as president, 

and we met at the Worthington Hotel in Fort Worth and 

treated all of the attendees to dinner at Texas De Brazil.  
 

As a past Chapter President,  what advice  would 

you give current president Greg Cook?  My advice to 

President Greg is to surround yourself with people that 

have energy and ideas, and then give them the freedom 

and tools they need to succeed. 
 

When you were a little boy, what did you 

want to be?  Like a lot of boys growing up in 

the 60's and 70's, I wanted to be a professional 

athlete, particularly a football player.  I also 

wanted to be a pilot. 
 

If you had to spend 2 years on a deserted island, 

what book, cd, and movie would you bring?  

 If I could choose a book or cd before being sent to a de-

serted island, I would probably choose a book on survival 

or on how to get off a deserted island.  If I were choosing 

a book or cd for pleasure, I would probably choose the 

bible, as I know that it would probably take me two years 

to read.  Otherwise, I enjoy most all John Grisham books, 

and my favorite movie is Caddy Shack. 
 

If Hollywood made of movie about Steve Kunkel, 

what actor would best represent you? Matt Damon 
 

If you could have one superpower, what would it 

be? 

My super power would be the ability to travel in time. 
 

And finallyé..Longhorn or Aggie? Maybe should 

throw in Horned Frog this year.  

My wife and I were both UTA Mavericks.  However, we 

are now both Baylor Bears.  SIC EM BEARS!!! 
     

Interview by Tommy Matthews  

Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
1960-2010 
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COMMITTEE  

CHAIRPERSONS: 

Our Mission Statement  

The mission of the International Right-of-Way Association is to 

unite the efforts of its members toward individual  

development, improved service to employers and the public 

and improvement in the body of knowledge related to the 

professional tasks of its members. To achieve these goals, the 

Association provides a Code of Ethics and Rules of 

Professional Conduct, a forum for the exchange and 

advancement of ideas, education courses and seminars, and 

a program of professional development. 

 

Who says there are no free lunches?  
Who do you know that would be an interesting speaker for our 

monthly chapter luncheons? Just send their name, topic and contact 

information to kdangelo@halff.com. If your speaker is booked, you get 
a free lunch!   

 

Have a Job Opportunity youõd like to post? 
Please submit all Right of Way Industry related job opportunities to: 

Denise Perez at dperez@cityofirving.org  
 

Are you a writer disguised as a Right -of-Way Agent?  

Those of you interested in writing an Industry Related article for an upcom-

ing newsletter, please provide ideas and articles to the Newsletter Editor at 

dperez@cityofirving.org 

 

 

 

KAREN GNUSE 

Education Chair  
972.420.0800 

 

LILY KHAN  

Education Committee  
972.420.0800 

 

JENNIFER AYERS, SR/WA 

Membership Chair  
214.553.9133 

 

KAREN DôANGELO 

Programs Chair  

 

KATHY ROBERTSON  

Programs Chair  
817.884.2426 

 

GREG ALTHOFF, SR/WA  

Historian  
214.749.2753  

 

DAVID McCARTHY  

Professional Development  
Committee Chair  

214.724.4822 

 

ROBERT DURAN, SR/WA 

Professional Development  
Committee Member (2 YR)  

214.217.6401 

 

MARCUS BOYD 

Professional Development  
Committee Member (3 YR)  

972.979.2850 

 

DENISE M. PEREZ, SR/WA 

Newsletter Editor/Photographer  
972.721.2472 

 

CHRISTI GLENDINNING, MAI  

Newsletter Committee  
214.236.2437 

 

LINDA BURKETT  

Social Committee Chair  
817.371.2495  

After 2 years as Program 

Chair, Karen DõAngelo is re-

signing. Effective January 1, 

2011, Kathy Robertson will 

serve as Program Chair.  

Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
1960-2010 

Do more... 

Do more than exist, live. 
Do more than touch, feel. 
Do more than look, observe. 
Do more than read, absorb. 
Do more than read, absorb. 
Do more than hear, listen. 
Do more than think, ponder. 
Do more than talk, say something. 
 
                        - John H. Rhoades 

mailto:kdangelo@halff.com

