
 

1 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 2010  

President  

GREG COOK, SR/WA 

817-332-5522 
 

Vice President  

CRAIG BRANDT, RW-AMC 

214-750-9898 
 

Treasurer  

CHARLES STEARMAN 

214-340-5880 
 

Secretary  

DAVID HARRY, Ph.D 

817-332-5522 
 

Director/ 1 YR  

DIANE BURKHARDT 

214-906-5589 
 

Director/ 2YR  

DONNA HARRISON, SR/WA 

214-215-9589 

Volume 2010 , Issue   1 

Inside  this issue: 

MEETING NEWS 1 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 2 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 3 

ASK THE LAWYER/MEMBERSHIP 4 

IN MEMORIAM 5 

MEETING PHOTOS & POEM 6 

PDC PAGE/THANK YOU NOTE 7 

EDUCATION SCHEDULE 8 

COMMITTEE PAGE 9 

North Texas NewsNorth Texas News  

Chapter 36Chapter 36         January 2010January 2010  

 

International Right -of-Way Association                     Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas 

Who says there are no free lunches?  
Who do you know that would be an interesting speaker for our monthly chapter luncheons? Just send their name, topic and contact information to 

kdangelo@halff.com. If your speaker is booked, you get a free lunch!   

       January Chapter Meeting  
                   Date:  January 11th  

Topic: How to Deal with City Attorney Offices  

By: Kevin Laughlin, Attorney with Nichols, Jackson, Dillard 

Hager and Smith, LLP 

    Place: Cacharel Restaurant & Grand Ballroom, Arlington 

                 2221 East Lamar, Brook Hollow Tower Two 

      7th Floor Grand Ballroom 

             Board Meeting:  10:00am-11:30am 

                        Program & Lunch:  11:30am-1:00 pm 

Menu: Sliced Turkey Breast served on a Mushroom Cream Sauce with  

Broccoli and Wild Rice, Warm Rolls with butter served with iced tea, 

coffee & water and Vanilla Cream Brulee for dessert . 

Please be kind to your program Committee and RSVP to  

reservations@irwachapter36.org  OR  

Fonda Reynolds 214.342.9842 no later than   

NOON Friday, January 8th.  

Although guests are free their 1st time, please remember  

to register them for an accurate count. 

We wish to thank the following members for their  

  generous gift donations to our Christmas Party: 
 

Marlin Blake   Burford & Ryburn, LLP  

HDR Engineering Clear Creek Personnel 

Halff Associates Goodrich, Schechter & Assoc. 

Donna Harrison Integra Realty Resources 

Mike OôBrien  Paramount Valuation Services 

SRLS Texas  Stateside Right of Way Services 
TransSystemsðJames Daniels & Associates 

Universal Field Services 

US Right of Way Acquisition Company 

mailto:kdangelo@halff.com
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Greetings and Happy New Year!  I hope you have had a wonderful Holiday Season.  The New 

Year is a time for renewal and thoughts about the upcoming year.  If you are like me, you set 

both personal and professional goals for the year.  It is my hope that part of your professional 

goals includes the IRWA.  Due to the hard work of our Professional Development Committee, 

there are a large number of you that are candidates for the SR/WA designation as well as 

numerous certifications.  I urge you to try and complete those designations and certifications 

this year.  If you cannot complete them, I hope that you will be able to make significant progress towards 

completion.  For those of you that are not candidates, I would encourage you to become a candidate.  

Achieving certifications is a great way to work towards a SR/WA designation!  Please contact one of the 

members of the Professional Development Committee if you have any questions. 
 

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Chapter 36.  Since 1960, we have come a long way.  

Based on the Chapter Membership Ranking for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 published by 

Headquarters, Chapter 36 is second in number of members with 364.  With respect to 

education, the Chapter held twelve courses last year which places us in the top 5% of all 

chapters.  We are also very highly rated with respect to designations, certifications, and 

candidates.  As part of our 50th Anniversary celebration, you will see us honor our past in a 

number of ways.  Be on the look-out! 
 

I still hear members talking about the Christmas Luncheon we had last month at Receptions On The Main in 

Irving.  We had 126 attendees!  I would like to recognize the hard work of Karen DõAngelo and Kathy 

Robertson  who put together the party.  Many long hours of work went into the event.  I also want to 

recognize the companies and individuals that donated gifts for the luncheon:  Marlin Blake; Burford & Ryburn, 

LLP; Clear Creek Personnel; Goodrich, Schecter & Associates; HDR Engineering; Halff Associates; Donna 

Harrison; Integra Realty Resources DFW; Mike OõBrien; Paramount Valuation Services; SRLS Texas; Stateside 

Right of Way Services; TranSystems-James Daniels & Associates; Universal Field Services and US Right of Way 

Acquisition Company. 
 

I would like to remind everyone that the Federal Agency Update (formerly known as PRES) will be held in Las 

Vegas on January 26th through 28th.  There are numerous educational and networking opportunities.  You can 

go to www.irwaonline.org to register.  Also, the Region 2 Winter Forum will be held in New Orleans at the 

Hotel Monteleone on February 4th and 5th.  Course 804, Skills of Expert Testimony, will be offered on February 

3rd.  For course registration or to RSVP for the Winter Forum, please go to www.housmanandassociates.com.  

This will be fun! 
 

Before I close, I want to recognize the services of two individuals that have demonstrated their devotion to 

Chapter 36 on numerous occasions:  Bill Stoll and Cheryl Bennett. 
 

 

 

Bill Stoll just completed his six years of service as a chapter Board of Directors member.  Over 

the years, the chapter has looked to Bill for leadership, and he has always been there.  I think of Bill 

as a voice of reason and a mentor for the rest of the Board and committee members.  
 

 

 

Cheryl Bennett has served on the Professional Development Committee for four years.  She 

graciously served as Chair of the PDC an additional year in 2009.  Under her leadership, Chapter 36 is 

ranked forth in number of SR/WAõs, first in the number of R/W Certifications, first in number of SR/

WA Candidates, and first in the number of R/W Certificate Candidates for Fiscal Year 2008-2009.  
 

                   On behalf of the Chapter, I want to sincerely thank Bill and Cheryl!  

The chapter is truly better as a result of their time and leadership. 

By Greg Cook, SR/WA  

http://www.irwaonline.org/
http://www.housmanandassociates.com/
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Bill Stoll 
Where do you work, what do you do, and how 

long have you been there?  

I work for Dallas County in the Public Works Depart-

ment.  I primarily appraise parcels of land that Dallas 

County desires to acquire for road widening projects 

or open space (trail) projects.  We also appraise property that 

Dallas County desires to sell such as surplus land and improved 

sites and prepare cost estimates for projects that are proposed 

five years into the future.  In April I will celebrate ten years with 

the County. 
 

Tell us about your family.  

My best friend Linda is also my bride.  We have been one for 31+ 

years and I still refer to her as my òtrophyó wife.  Linda is working 

as the financial administrator for the Excellence in Education Foun-

dation associated with the Richardson ISD. 
 

I have two boys, Burke and Bret, who are pursuing successful ca-

reers in the Portland, Oregon area.  I have learned to be careful in 

dispensing fatherly advice.  When they seemed to be taking their 

good old time finishing college, I suggested that they not look at 

girls until they finished college or turned 30.  Well they finished 

college and began very successful careers and, to our dismay, set-

tled into bachelorhood.  Finally Burke married at age 37 and Bret 

followed at age 35.  In the process we got two lovely daughters 

the easy way and last January we were blessed with our first grand 

daughter.  Thank God for Skype! 
 

How did you come to live in the DFW area?  

In the spring of 1989 I declared that I was not going to go through 

another winter of shoveling snow in Denver and shortly thereafter 

I was offered the opportunity to open an Americaõs Hometenders 

office in the DFW area.  Linda later joined me in the business. 
 

The business grew to be the most successful office in the Amer-

icaõs Hometenders system and, because of our reputation, we 

were featured on the Oprah Winfrey show where Linda hosted 

Oprahõs audience on a tour of one of our homes. 
 

When not working, what hobbies do you enjoy?  

Three years ago Linda bought a 38-year old, fix-up home in 

Richardson which I did not see until one week after we closed.  

Howõs that for faith?  Well, I now spend a lot of my time fixing up 

our home.  I enjoy the work but I now fully appreciate the term 

òmoney pit.ó 
 

Where did you grow up?  

I grew up in a suburb of St. Louis where there was a truck farm up 

the street and hundreds of acres of woods and fields nearby where 

boys could roam, play cowboys, build camps and even hunt doves 

and quail.  As the oldest grandchild I spent a lot of time with my 

grandparents in the summer at òthe country clubó which was a 

rustic collection of cabins and a lodge out in the country with a 

lake for fishing, boating and swimming and woods where boys 

could invent all kinds of games to entertain themselves. 

Who introduced you to IRWA and how long have you 

been a member?  

I can thank Craig Marek who strongly promoted IRWA to me and 

my Public Works peers.  I joined in 2000 because I saw the benefit 

of taking  advantage of the  educational  opportunities  and  shortly 

thereafter got to go to my first Education Seminar at College 

Station.  I was warmly received by everyone and especially re-

member John Hirschy taking a sincere interest in encouraging 

me to pursue IRWA courses. 
 

Other than President, what other positions have you 

held with Chapter 36?  

My first position was as Membership Chairman.  Frankly I was 

given the position because the year before I had volunteered 

Craig Marek for the position at a Chapter meeting that he had 

missed.  Craig vowed to make sure that I was òrewardedó for 

my òaltruistic endeavoró on his behalf.  Membership is a wonder-

ful opportunity to get to meet almost everyone in the Chapter.  

I was then honored to be elected Treasurer. 
 

While you were Chapter President, is there a particular 

moment that stands out?  

There were so many stand-out moments ð working with the 

Board to guide the affairs of the Chapter was always a high; at-

tending my first International Education Seminar in Sacramento 

was a real eye-opener; witnessing the Chapter being recognized 

as the International Chapter of the Year; and, of course, being 

honored by Chapter 36 as the Professional of the Year ð all will 

always be special memories for me. 
 

What was your biggest challenge as Chapter President?  

The Chapter President is surrounded by very competent Board 

of Directors and Committee Chairs so it is not difficult to avoid 

straying too far from the mission but the President is all alone 

when it comes to managing the clock during Board and general 

meetings. 
 

When you were a little boy, what did you want to be?  

Not totally knowing all that was involved, I aspired to be an engi-

neer.  In fact, I did graduate from the University of Missouri at 

Rolla (now known as the Missouri University of Science and 

Technology) with a BS in Electrical Engineering. 
 

If Hollywood made a movie about Bill Stoll, what actor 

would best represent you?  

I would like to say Tom Selleck. I appreciate his sense of values 

and, heck, I would love to be that good-looking. 
 

Years ago I was in a grocery store and an older couple was in 

line ahead of me.  I noticed that they kept looking at one of the 

òragó newspapers and then at me.  The picture splashed on the 

magazine was that of Harrison Ford.  I smiled at them and said, 

òYeah, heõs my brother.ó  It made their day and they made mine. 
 

If you could have one superpower, what would it be?  

The ability to erase peopleõs sense of shame for past mistakes 

and to encourage them to start anew with no baggage. 
 

And finallyéLonghorn or Aggie? 

You can be sure that Tech would love to be included in that 

debate.  Being an adopted Texan who just appreciates having got 

here as soon as I could, I can say that I thoroughly enjoy watch-

ing as a spectator as the antagonists battle for supremacy. 

 

 

Interview by Tommy Mathews  
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ASK THE LAWYER  
By  R. Scott Moran, Scott Doggett, John Baker and  David Weaver 

Attorneys at Law Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P. 
 

Submit Questions About Right-of-Way Matters to Chapter 36 Member,  

R. Scott Moran*,  Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P.,  

3100 Lincoln Plaza, 500 N. Akard,  Dallas, Tx  75201;  

(214) 740-3117  (214)740-2822 (fax) or  

by e-mail to: smoran@brlaw.com 

*DISCLAIMER: This column is not a substitute for legal 

counsel,  and an attorney should be consulted to answer 

specific legal issues. 

Question: I have heard that there is a new statute relating to notices of lis pendens filed in connection with 

eminent domain cases.  What new obligations have been created? 

Answer:  Section 12.007 of the Property Code has been amended to require a person who files a notice for 

record of lis pendens to serve a copy of the notice on each party to the action who has an interest in the real 

property affected by the notice not later than the third day after the date the person files the notice.  

The new portion of the statute was effective as of September 1, 2009 and applies to all lis pendens filed on 

or after such effective date.  Any lis pendens filed prior to the effective date is not affected.  The notice is 

to be mailed to any party with an interest in the property.  See § 12.007(d) of the Property Code.  

Therefore, lien holders, leaseholders and other persons or entities with an interest need to be served with a 

copy of the lis pendens.  The penalty for failing to serve a copy of the lis pendens as prescribed by the 

statute is expungement of the lis pendens, rendering it useless. See §§ 12.0071(c)(3) and 12.0071(f) of the 

Property Code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year Chapter 36!  2010 promises to be an exciting year with our 50th Anniversary celebration 

on the horizon and the International conference in beautiful Calgary!  First things first ð have you renewed 

your membership?  As the new Membership Chairperson for our chapter, I took the opportunity to contact 

the Business Development Officer, Daniel Stekol, at International Headquarters and hereõs what I discovered: 
 

If the December 31, 2009 deadline passed you by, donõt despair.  You will be granted an automatic 31-day 

extension.  That means if youõre mailing your dues payment, it MUST be postmarked by January 31, 2010.  If 

International Headquarters does not receive payment by January 31st, your membership will be dropped as of 

February 1st.  Weõd hate to see that happen!  To be reinstated, dropped members will have to reapply, will 

incur a reinstatement fee and a penalty equal to 10% of the annual dues.    
 

Hereõs the good news.  As of December 1, 2009, 115 of our members responded to the first mailing and re-

newed their memberships.  Thatõs approximately 30% of our members and according to Daniel, is a great re-

sponse!  As most of you know, weõre always nipping at Houstonõs heels when it comes to being the largest 

chapter internationally.  If youõre curious, 43% of their members had renewed by December 1st .  
 

If you havenõt already, please renew your membership today.  The Right-of-Way field is such a specialized in-
dustry and our monthly meetings are the premier place for networking with the best professionals in each 

discipline.  The discounts on education more than justify the annual dues and working towards any of the 

valuable certifications IRWA offers can only put you ahead of the competition in this tough economic climate. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at Jennifer@pvstexas.com. 
 

         Wishing you a prosperous and happy 2010! 

             Jennifer Ayers, SR/WA, R/W ðAC  

mailto:smoran@brlaw.com
mailto:Jennifer@pvstexas.com
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On Christmas Eve we lost one of our owné.a Chapter 36 member, a fellow Right of Way 
Agent, a co -worker and friend to many.  Please remember him and his family.  

Timothy Wayne Head (1965 - 2009)  
Timothy Wayne Head, 44, passed away and met Jesus face to face, Thursday, Dec. 24, 2009, from injuries sustained in an automo-

bile accident. 

Funeral: 10 a.m. Monday at Heritage Church of Christ. Committal: 3 p.m. in Bethany Rest Cemetery in Alvarado followed by a re-

ception at Alvarado Church of Christ. 

Memorials: Memorial gifts may be made in Tim's name to Christian Homes of Abilene, 1202 Estates Drive, Abilene, Texas 79602 or 

the Charles Head Memorial Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 387, Alvarado, Texas 76009. 

Tim was born July 2, 1965, in Alvarado and graduated from Alvarado High School in 1984. He attended the University of Texas 

Arlington, Lubbock Christian and Tarleton State universities. He graduated from Joe Brinkman's Umpire School in Coco Beach, 

Fla., and was a minor league umpire for two years, a baseball umpire for 20 years and a football referee for seven seasons. 

Tim worked for the Texas Department of Transportation for 14 years in right of way acquisitions and was with SRLS, Texas for the 

last six years. He was a licensed real estate agent with V.I.P. Properties.  

Tim was a charter member and deacon at Heritage Church of Christ. 

Survivors: His wife of 17 years, Amy Webb Head; daughter, Samantha Leann Head; parents, Tommy and Carolyn Head of Alva-

rado; his twin brother, Tom D'Wayne Head and wife, Monica, of Alvarado; sisters, Stephanie Elaine Farmer and 

husband, Andy, of Grandview, Laura Janell Head of Alvarado and Tonya Reese Jimison and husband, Wayne, of 

Fort Worth; three nieces; 10 nephews; one great-niece; and two great-nephews.  

Published in Star-Telegram from December 27 to December 28, 2009  

Speed contributed to fatal Christmas Eve wreck, police say 
Posted Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2009  in Star-Telegram By BILL MILLER wmiller@star-telegram.com 

Fort Worth police on Monday continued their investigation into a Christmas Eve chain-reaction wreck in which two pick-

ups sandwiched a stopped car, fatally injuring its driver.  Timothy Head, 44, of Fort Worth died Thursday afternoon at 

Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital in Fort Worth.  

The accident happened about 8 a.m. at 3000 Western Center Blvd., just west of the intersection with Interstate 35W in 

north Fort Worth, said Sgt. Chad Mahaffey, a Fort Worth police spokesman.   Head, who was driving a green 2003 

Hyundai, was stopped at a red light behind a brown Dodge pickup. He apparently intended to turn left onto Old Denton 

Road.   The driver of a 1999 tan Chevrolet pickup "failed to control his speed, entered the left turn lane, and struck the 

back of (Head's) vehicle," Mahaffey said.   "The force of the impact caused (Head's car) to collide with the Dodge pickup 

in front of him," Mahaffey said.  

The Hyundai wound up in the middle of the intersection with the Dodge pickup, Mahaffey said. The Chevrolet pickup 

"rolled, crossed the median, and slid into the Dodge."   Two other people were treated at the scene, but they did not 

have to go to the hospital, MedStar representatives said.   The Tarrant County medical examiner reported that Head died 

at 4:58 p.m. Thursday at the hospital's intensive care unit.  

Although snowy weather gripped Fort Worth on Thursday, speed was the only known contributing factor to the wreck as 

of Monday, Mahaffey said.   "No arrests have been made," he said. "The finalized report will be available when 

(investigators) complete their collision reconstruction; it usually takes a couple weeks."  

Head, whose funeral was Monday, had been married 17 years to his wife, Amy, and they had a daughter, Samantha, 

according to his obituary.  He graduated from Alvarado High School in 1984 and attended the University of Texas at Ar-

lington, Lubbock Christian University and Tarleton State University.  He was a minor league umpire for two years, a 

baseball umpire for 20 years and a football referee for seven seasons, having been trained at the Joe Brinkman Umpire 

School in Coco Beach, Fla., according to the obit.   Head worked 14 years for the Texas Department of Transportation  

     and was also a real estate agent, the obit stated.  

             A memorial page titled "Honoring Tim Head" can be viewed on Facebook. The page had more than 600 

                contributions as of midday Monday. 

mailto:wmiller@star-telegram.com
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&ref=search&gid=223121521910


 

6 

Twas the meeting before Christmas,  
when all through our luncheon 

All the members were stirring, and some even munchin 
On the wonderful food, 

carefully prepared for our fun-loving brood. 
 

The Agents and Appraisers were all snug in the place, 
While visions of prizes shown on their face. 

And Kathy and Karen helped with the prize wheel 
As the folks lined up for what would be a steal. 

 
When across the room there arose such a clatter. 

We sprang from our chairs to see what was the matter. 
Then away in the corner we saw a big flash 

It was Stephanie & her sis-in law, Karen with some bling & a sash. 
They were posing & laughing in the old photo booth 
They said the only thing missing was a gold tooth. 

 
While we visited with the very friends we hold dear 

Awards were presented for Employer & Professional of the Year. 
As the party came to a close 
And all in attendance arose, 

We watched as everyone drove out of sight 
Wishing Happy Holidays to all, and to all a good-night! 

Employer of the Year  

    Halff Associates  
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Thereôs an old saying, ñIf you want something done, ask a busy person.ò   
 
Iôm a list maker.  Every morning I have to make a list for myself or I look up from my computer about mid-
afternoon and wonder what happened and why Iôve accomplished very little.  Believe it or not, the more items 
I have on my list, the faster I seem to get them done. 
 Iôm guessing that many people in the Right of Way  industry perceive the goal of earning a professional des-
ignation or certification as an overly ambitious ñwhen-I-get-around-to ïit ñ objective, one that can be put on the 
back burner.  Many believe they just donôt have the time or the money to invest.  The truth is that in our indus-
try, certifications, designations and experience make up the basic and only criteria by which we are evaluated 
for pay and for projects.  We canôt afford NOT to invest in the education  and time needed to earn a profes-
sional certification. 
Take it from the list-maker, if you donôt put it on the list, itôs likely youôll soon look up from your professional 
goals calendar and wonder what happened.  I encourage you to ask yourself if youôre too busy to make the 
time to earn the designation youôve been thinking about.  I encourage you to set deadlines for professional 
advancement.  Book the classes.  Take the time.  Put it at the top of your list even if it means youôre over-
booked. 
If you have questions or need clarification concerning where you are in the process and how to get the 
classes you need for the certification and/or designation of your choice, please call any of the three members 
of Chapter 36ôs Professional Development Committee listed below.  If we donôt know the answer, weôll get the 
answer from headquarters for you ASAP. 
David McCarthy,  Robert Duran,  Marcus Boyd 

Professional Development Committee  

Chapter 36  2009 PDC Committee Members:  

Chair - David McCarthy, SR/WA,R/W -RAC, R/W-NAC 214-724-4822, dmcc76430@aol.com  

3  year  -  Marcus Boyd 972.979.2850 mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz            

2  year  -  Robert Duran, SR/WA  214.217.6401  rduran@halff.com   

Mail All SR/WA and R/W Applications to Chapter 36 PDC Chair  

Professional of the Year Thank You Note 
I would like to start by saying that Chapter 36 is blessed with so many members who qualify as Professional of the 

Year.  I am just the lucky one that was selected for 2009.  Professional of the Year is more than a one person effort.  I 

want to extend a big thank you to my employer, Pinnacle Consulting, for all their encouragement, support and belief in 

me.  This past year would have been impossible without their support. 
 

Second, I would like to thank the Chapter 36 membership for allowing me to represent you as the Professional of the 

Year.  I promise to represent the Chapter with honor, dignity, integrity, and professionalism. 
 

And last but certainly not least, I thank the persons that nominated me.  Please let me know who you are because I 

really owe you all my gratitude. I really only dreamed of being your President, so the Professional of the Year award is 

over the top! Thank you all for making my dreams come true. 

 

Forever grateful, 
 

 Donna Harrison  
 Chapter 36  
  Professional of the Year  2009  


