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Randy Williams will be Installing 
our Chapter Officers at our  

November Meeting  

We will be collecting can goods,  
non -perishable items and 
checks made payable to Metro 
Area Community Outreach  for 
Thanksgiving Outreach benefit-
ing several groups with a goal to 
feed 7,000 people for Thanksgiv-

ing.  Continued on Page 3.  

Pick your table carefully at the 
November Meeting...there will be 
a different luscious dessert at 

every  table.  

We are needing sponsors, do-
nated prizes, & volunteers to 
help with our December 8th 
Christmas Party.  E -mail Kathy 
Jones -Robertson at krobert-

son@Tarrant County.com  

Save-the-Date, December 8th  
Spin to win thousands in Prizes!  
Join your best bud in the Old 

Fashioned Photo Booth.  

SR/WA Prep Class & Exam No-
vember 16 -18 in Irving, Tx See 

Page 10 for Registration Form  

Our Chapter will be turning 50 
years old next year.  We are 
looking for members to feature 
that will also be turning 50.  
e-mail Denise Perez at 

dperez@cityofirving.org  

Those looking to volunteer for 
our 50 year celebration event 
should contact Greg Althoff at 

galthoff@dart.org  

Our Chapter Fiscal year will be 
shifting therefore Chapter Offi-
cers & Committee Chairpersons 
will be serving an 18 -month term 

this first go around.  

For important information re-
garding Membership Renewal 
Drop -date changes & impacts to 

certifications read Page  6  

       November Chapter Meeting  
                   Date:  November 10th  

     Place: Cacharel Restaurant & Grand Ballroom, Arlington 

                  2221 East Lamar, Brook Hollow Tower Two 

      7th Floor Grand Ballroom 

             Board Meeting:  10:00am-11:30am 

                        Program & Lunch:  11:30am-1:00 pm 

Menu: Sauteed Beef Tenderloin Tips in a Dijon Mustard Sauce, Wild Rice, Vege-

tables & Swiss Pastry Shop Cakes for desert served with iced tea, coffee & water. 

Cost:  RSVP $15 per person or $20 at the door  (tax & gratuity included)  
Please be kind to your program Committee and RSVP to  

Fonda Reynolds 214.342.9842 no later than  NOON Friday, November  6th.  

Although guests are free their 1st time, please remember to register 

them for an accurate count.  

10 Things to Know 

Who says there are no free lunches?  
Who do you know that would be an interesting speaker for our monthly chapter luncheons? Just send their name, topic 

and contact information to krobertson@tarrantcounty.com. If your speaker is booked, you get a free lunch!   

mailto:kdangelo@halff.com
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

At this time of year with Thanksgiving only a few weeks away, we turn our thoughts to what we 

are grateful for.  We should be grateful for so many things; too many to list in this letter.  How- 

ever, the first that instantly comes to mind is our freedom, freedom of speech, freedom of wor- 

ship, freedom of education, freedom of so much that our country has to offer.  
 

Thanksgiving is a time that we gather with our families, set aside our differences, grin and bear it for the 

day regardless of how many times someone tells the most embarrassing story about you, in celebration of 

everything you have to be grateful for. A tradition at our house, as we sit down at the dining table, is for every person to give 

thanks for at least one thing. Not a difficult task (unless you are Grumpy a/k/a my Dad) since there are so many things to be 

grateful for.  And surprisingly, most will give thanks for several things. 
 

The past year has passed quickly and as I look back, I am thankful that I had the most amazing group of chapter officers and 

committees to help carry on the tradition of a strong and vibrant Chapter 36.  
 

Greg Cook, President , is absolutely outstanding! He has served our chapter in every position, sometimes serving two 

positions at once.  He has been my rock, never wavering and my voice of reason.   
 

Craig Brandt, V -President , is fabulous; always there to listen and has great recommendations and ideas, which is a good 

thing since he has the responsibility of two Spring Seminars! 
 

Charles Stearman, Treasurer , perfect selection!   

David Harry, Secretary , outstanding Education Chair and will be a superb Secretary!  
 

Cheryl Bennett, David McCarthy, and Robert Duran ð what can I say about how hard the three of you worked to 

spread the news about the changes in the designation and certification programs. Your committee was absolutely over the top! 

Kudos to all of you.  You Rock!  
 

I would also like to thank Karen DõAngelo, Denise Perez , Lisa Roberts , Olga Estefes, Ann Scruggs , Karen Gnuse , 

Marcus Boyd , Linda Burkett , Donnie Sherwood , Diane Burkhardt , Lily Khan , Stephanie Burkhardt , Wendell 

Pyles, and Scott Moran for their endless hours of work and dedication to getting the job done, whatever the job may be.  
 

I want to especially thank Greg Althoff for his many hours of dedication, years of volunteering, and his professionalism toward 

steering the chapter in the right direction with implementing a Policy and Procedures Manual.  
 

And I want to extend another special thanks to Bill Stoll , who is a wealth of knowledge and willing to share it. Thank you Bill, 

for always taking my telephone calls, answering my emails, and serving on so many committees. 
 

Thank you Chapter 36 for allowing me to serve as your president this past year.  What an awesome opportunity and a 

whirlwind tour.  Our past year has been ever so productive with:  

- Updating our By Laws and implementing the Policy and Procedure Manual; 

- Vice-Presidentõs Spring Seminar and exceeding his goal for not only attendance but a net profit! 

- Donation to IHQ;  

- Region 2 Dallas Cowboyõs Stadium session, which was over the top and well received;  

- Social Event of the decade! 

- Outstanding slate of officers for 2010! 
 

None of the things mentioned above could have happened if not for volunteers such as you and the ones above. You have all 

heard the saying òwe are only as strong as our weakest linkó.  Well folks, there is no òweak linkó in Chapter 36.  

 

I encourage each and every one of you to volunteer for something. Today is the time to take pride in your chapter; promote 

the ideals of integrity, generosity, and hospitality.  

 

For yesterday, today, and tomorrow, enjoy your IRWA membership through volunteering!  Get involved ! 

 

       Donna Harrison  
 
 
 

By Donna Harrison, SR/WA  



 

3 

Thanksgiving Outreach 
In an effort to help others in need on this 

Thanksgiving holiday 

We have been invited to participate in an incredible opportunity to help 

feed 1000 families (7000 people) 

over 900 families served last year. 

If you would like to help you can: 

Bring non-perishable food items such as boxes of macaroni & cheese, 

stuffing, cans of: green beans, corn, yams, and cranberry sauce just to 

name a few. 

or 

Provide a monetary donation to be used towards the purchase of turkeys 

and the above mentioned items. 

(Checks can be made payable to: Metro Area Community Outreach) 

Benefiting  

Irving Cares 

Women Infants and Children (WIC) 

Single Parents, Senior Citizens & moreé 
 

Marcus Boyd will be receiving donations of food or checks at 

our November 10th luncheon check-in table. 
 

For more information you may either contact Marcus at 

mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz or 
Metro Area Community Outreach (MACO) 

618 N. Beltline Road 

Irving, Texas  75061 

Pending 5013c non-profit  organization 

Contact: Dedra Dowd @ 214.683.7715 

Meals to be distributed on Saturday, November 21, 2009 
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                                                                      Interviewed by Christi Glendinning  
 

John P. Wier, PE, RPLS 
 

Company: Wier & Associates, Inc., Engineers -Land Surveyors -Land Planners  
 

Hometown:  Born in Oklahoma, but got to north Texas as soon as possible! I was  

raised  in Fort Worth; have resided primarily in Grandview, Texas for 29 years  
 

Family: Wife of 38 years, Darlene; two sons and a daughter.  
 

How did you get started in the right of way profession?  My first contact was through working for profes-

sional services design/consulting firms during college.  I learned that most all civil engineering, land sur-

veying and land planning projects (whether public or private) have right -of -way needs or constraints.  

These must be dealt with properly, by many professionals, and early -on if the other aspects of the pro-

ject are to become a reality.  
 

Other community or personal affiliations:  City of Arlington Zoning Advisory Committee, Civil Engineering 

Advisory Committee, UTA, City of Grandview Type A Economic Development Corporation, Trustee, Chi 

Epsilon Honor Fraternity, UTA, Elder, Southwest Christian Fellowship of North  Texas 
 

What are you most proud of:  In 1978 I took advantage of the opportunity (afforded only to the citizens 

of a free county) to co -found and build a privately owned business.  That òfirst step in the journey of a 

1,000 milesó ultimately resulted in Wier & Associates being named by Inc. Magazine as one of the fastest 

growing privately owned businesses in America in 1984, 2007, 2008 and 2009).  
 

Largest hurdle you have had to overcome:  Surviving the 1986 -1990 recession when essentially the entire 

Texas economy (the real estate, oil and banking sectors) collapsed simultaneously.  
 

People who have influenced you the most and why:  

Jesus; because He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

My father & mother for their example of honesty and integrity.  

My Wife for her love, wisdom, common sense & undying encouragement.  

My first business partner, James L. Brittain, RPLS, for teaching me business management skills and real

-life lessons on risk vs. reward.  
 

Favorite Quote: ò I believe the single most significant decision I can make on a day-to -day basis is my 

choice of ATTITUDE.  It is more important than my past, my bankroll, my successes or failures, fame of 

pain, what other people say about me, my circumstances, or my position.ó  (Chuck Swindoll) 
 

Best advice you have received:  Proverbs 24:3-4 òAny enterprise is built by wise planning, becomes 

strong through common sense, and profits wonderfully from keeping abreast of the facts.ó 
 

Your advice to someone starting out in the Right of Way profession:  

 The race is not always to the swift but to those who keep on running.  
 

Hobbies: Genealogy, Texas history, bicycling, jet -skiing, spending time with family.  
 

Nobody knows that you: will likely not win an award for safe operation of a chain saw after inadver-

tently applying the device to my own leg.  

 
Favorite place to travel:  

ƍ Any seashore, or lake. 

ƍWashington, D.C. 

 

Next time you see me, ask me about:  My new (first) granddaughter.  
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November 2009 LEGAL QUESTION:  

QUESTION: What are the requirements in the law to appeal a Special 

Commissionersô Award in condemnation?  

 

ANSWER:   Any party to a condemnation proceeding may object to the findings 

of the special commissioners.  Such objections must be filed on or before the first 

Monday following the twentieth day after the special commissionersô decision is 

filed with the court.1  If the special commissionersô decision is not filed with the 

court within the time allowed by Section 21.048, the time for filing objections is 

tolled and begins to run when the decision is filed.2  Upon the filing of objections, 

the Special Commissionersô award is vacated and the administrative proceeding 

converts into a normal pending cause before the court.3  Without timely filed 

objections, however, an eminent domain proceeding never becomes a civil case.4  

Further, in the absence of timely filed objections, the Court has no jurisdiction to do 

anything more than accept and adopt the award of special commissioners as its 

judgment.5 

ñ[W]hen no timely objections to the award are filed, there is no right of appeal from 

the judgment subsequently entered in the proceedings even though the same does 

not conform to the award.ò6  Rather, ña party who is aggrieved by the é judgeôs 

refusal to proceed or by the entry of a judgment that does not conform to the award 

has his remedy by a mandamus proceeding to compel the entry of judgment in 

accordance with the award.ò7  That is, if the judge refuses to enter a judgment or 

enters a judgment that does not conform to the special commissionersô decision, then 

the aggrieved partyôs remedy is a mandamus proceeding.  

 
 

1 Id.  § 21.021(a)(1); Blasingame v. Krueger , 880 S.W.2d 391 (Tex. App. ðHouston 
[14th Dist.] 1990, no writ) (emphasis added).  

2 State v. Garland, et al., 963 S.W.2d 95, 101 (Tex. App.ðAustin 1998, pet. denied). 

3 Blasingame , 800 S.W.2d at 393.  

4 Dickey v. City of Houston, 501 S.W.2d 293, 294 (Tex.1973) (affirming rulings that the trial court 

had no jurisdiction). 

5 Blasingame, 800 S.W.2d at 394. 

6 Pearson , 315 S.W.2d at 939.  

7 315 S.W.2d at 939.   

ASK 

THE  

LAWYER  
By 

 R. Scott Moran,  

Scott Doggett, 

John Baker  

and  

David Weaver 

Attorneys at Law 

Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P. 

 

Submit Questions About 

Right-of-Way Matters to 

Chapter 36 Member,  

R. Scott Moran*,  

Burford & Ryburn, L.L.P.,  

3100 Lincoln Plaza,  

500 N. Akard,  

Dallas, Tx  75201;  

(214) 740-3117  

(214)740-2822 (fax) or  

by e-mail 

to: 

smoran@brlaw.com 

 

 

*DISCLAIMER: This 

column is not a substi-

tute for legal counsel,  

and an attorney should 

be consulted to answer 

specific legal issues. 

http://www.westlaw.com/Find/Default.wl?rs=dfa1.0&vr=2.0&DB=713&FindType=Y&ReferencePositionType=S&SerialNum=1973132007&ReferencePosition=294
mailto:smoran@brlaw.com

