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Status Date:  
 

January 11, 2011 Draft  
 

Amended & Approved  
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting Type                  Monthly Chapter 36 Board Meeting 

Meeting Date December 14, 2010 

Meeting Time 10:00 a.m. 

Meeting Location 2221 East Lamar Boulevard, Arlington, Texas 

Officers - 2010 
In 

Attendance 
Absent 

President Greg Cook   

Vice-President Craig Brandt   

Treasurer Charles Stearman   

Secretary David Harry   

Director-1 Year Diane Burkhardt Valek   

Director-2 Year Donna Harrison   

Committee Chairs 
In 

Attendance 
Absent 

PDC – 1 Year (Chair) David McCarthy   

PDC – 2 Year Robert Duran   

PDC – 3 Year Marcus Boyd   

Education – 1 year (Chair) Karen Gnuse   

Education – 2 year Ann Scruggs   

Education – 3 year Lily Khan   

Membership Chair Jennifer Ayers   

Program Chair Karen D’Angelo   

Program Kathy Robertson   
Newsletter Editor / Photographer Denise Perez   

Web Site Administrator Stephanie Burkhardt   

Social Chair Linda Burkett   

Historian / Records Greg Althoff   

Guests:  None 
Other Members in Attendance:  None 
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CHAPTER 36 BOARD MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 14, 2010 
  

The meeting was called to order by President Greg Cook at 10:24 A.M.  The 
Meeting Agenda was previously distributed via e-mail.   
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 9, 2010 

Motion was made by Diane Burkhardt Valek to approve with one correction to 
page 7 of 7 – revising the estimated net cost of the 50th Anniversary Gala from 
$750 to $752.37; second by Greg Althoff; motion passed unanimously.    

 
President  
 

Greg Cook reminded board members of the Region II Winter Forum to be held 
on February 9-11, 2011.  The deadline for registration is January 11.   
 

Vice President –  
 

The Spring Seminar and golf tournament will be on April 14 & 15, 2011, 
location to be determined.  The golf tournament will remain associated 
with the Spring Seminary for 2011, and the incoming Vice President in 
2011 can continue a study of this matter for 2012. 
 
A 1-day education offering (to be determined) will take place on April 14th 
also. 
 
The Board agreed by consensus that the regular Chapter 36 membership 
meeting for April 2011 should be cancelled in support of the Spring 
Seminar.   
 

Treasurer  
 

Charles Stearman submitted the Treasurer’s Report for November 2010.  Motion 
to approve was made by Denise Perez with one correction on page 1 – next to 
“Income vs. Expenses:” the parenthetical “($16,040.41)” should be deleted. 
Second was by Marcus Boyd: motion passed unanimously.    
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Secretary – All approved minutes from past 2010 board meetings are now 
posted to the Chapter 36 web site.      
 
Director – Diane Burkhardt Valek had no report.   
 
Director – Donna Harrison had no report.   
 
PDC –  
 

Robert Duran reported that PDC has received a few new applications and 
is still working with headquarters to get the SR/WA plaque for Denise 
Perez.  There are no presentations for the December membership 
meeting.   
 
The board discussed devoting a regular membership meeting in 2011 to a 
presentation on the various designation and certification programs 
available through IRWA.   

 
EDUCATION 
 

Karen Gnuse reported that the updated 3-year education schedule has 
been approved by Region 2.  In 2011, all local offerings will utilize local 
facilitators, which should help reduce expenses for the chapter.   
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Membership 
 

Jennifer Ayers reported applications for six new members and no 
transfers.  These new members will bring the chapter membership to 385.  
Motion to approve was made by Denise Perez; second by Greg Althoff.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
 
Five of the six newly-approved members are expected to be present at the 
December membership meeting.   
 
Jennifer Ayers reminded the board that IRWA members must renew their 
membership by year’s end, or headquarters will begin dropping members.   
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Dr. John Baen has committed to speak to the chapter membership in 
March 2011.  Charles Stearman made a motion that Chapter 36 provide a 
free lunch on that date for up to 12 of Dr. Baen’s students in lieu of paying 
Dr. Baen’s IRWA membership fee for 2011.  Second by Diane Burkhardt 
Valek; the motion was approved unanimously.   
 
The board also discussed that several of Dr. Baen’s students have 
received scholarships from Chapter 36 in the past.  

 
Historian  
 

Greg Althoff gave an income and expense summary regarding the 50th 
Anniversary Gala on October 16, 2010.  Net cost to the chapter for the 
event was $752.37.  IRWA is also preparing an article on the event for 
Right of Way Magazine.   
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Program 
 

Most 2011 chapter meetings will be held at Cacharel in Arlington due to 
the central location, price, and facilities.  A few other meetings will be held 
at other venues yet to be determined.   
 
The chapter will not have meetings in July or August but must hold the 
June 2011 meeting for installation of new officers.  The normal chapter 
meeting date that month (June 14) conflicts with the IRWA Annual 
Conference.  A revised installation date will be determined after 
coordination with the person performing the installation.   
 

Newsletter/Photographer  
 

Denise Perez reported that in the future, newsletter submissions not 
provided by the 15th of the month may be excluded from the newsletter.   
 
Submissions for the IRWA competition for best newsletter must be made 
by February 1, 2011.  Although Chapter 36 won this competition for 2009, 
we are eligible to submit again for the 2010 award.   

 
Old Business    
 

Policies and Procedures draft will be submitted by e-mail for consideration 
in the January board meeting.  President Cook requested that board 
members read the job duties very carefully and be prepared to make 
recommendations before the January meeting.  President Cook also 
requested that board members e-mail him with suggested topics for 
discussion (pertaining to the Policies and Procedures) at the January 
meeting. 
 

New Business  
 

Board members previewed possible new logo designs and were asked to 
give input by e-mail to President Cook before the January meeting.  The 
Board will vote on a new Chapter 36 logo design at the January meeting. 
 
Charles Stearman proposed that the chapter may want to raise the lunch 
cost for members to $20 for the regular monthly membership meetings.  
The $15 price does not consistently cover the cost to the chapter, and this 
lunch price has not been raised in many years.  The board discussed 
other fund-raising possibilities such as drawings for door prizes to help 
encourage attendance and to offset expenses for the chapter.   
 

Adjourn 
 
Meeting adjourned by President Greg Cook at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by David Harry, Secretary 
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CHAPTER 36 BOARD AGENDA 
December 14, 2010 

 
Approval of November meeting minutes 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
President – Greg Cook 
 
Vice President – Craig Brandt 
 
Treasurer – Charles Stearman 
 November 2010 Treasurer’s Report 

 
Secretary – David Harry 
 
Director 1 Year – Diane Burkhart 
 
Director 2 Year – Donna Harrison 
 
COMMITTEES 
 
PDC – David McCarthy (Chair), Robert Duran (2 Year), Marcus Boyd (3 Year) 
 PDC Report 
 Presentations at meeting? 

 
Education – Karen Gnuse (Chair), Lily Khan (2 Year), Mark Thigpen (3 Year) 
 
Membership – Jennifer Ayers (Chair) 
 John Baen membership 
 New Member approval 
 Presentations at meeting? 

 
Historian – Greg Althoff (Chair) 
 Finalization of 50th Gala income and expense 
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Programs – Karen D’Angelo (Chair), Kathy Robertson 
 June meeting (June 14) conflicts with Annual Conference (June 12 to June 16) 

o Move chapter meeting to new date 
 June 7th or 21st? 
 Installation 
 Coordinate with person performing installation 

 
Newsletter/Photographer – Denise Perez (Chair) 
 Due date – 15th of each month 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 Policy & Procedures to be distributed via email. 

o Please read prior to January meeting 
o Email me any topics for discussion so that we can keep the discussions orderly 
o Vote on approval of policy and procedures 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 Chapter logos 

 
 


